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positional relationship between stent matrixes and polymer layers even after stent extension. 



(57) Abstract: A stent comprising tubular stent matrixes 
whose diameter is extendable and flexible polymer layers 
covering the stent matrixes. The polymer layers adhere to 
and cover the entire external surfaces of the stent matrixes. 
The adhesion of and covering with the flexible polymer lay- 
ers are not limited to the outer circumference surfaces of 
the stent matrixes and are accomplished over the entire ex- 
ternal surfaces of the stent matrixes. Therefore, the prob- 
lems of metal allergy, cell stimulation by metals and rusting 
can be thoroughly avoided. Further, the inner circumference 
surface of stent consists of a smooth surface covered with 
polymer layer, so that the formation of blood clot can be 
satisfactorily suppressed. Still further, the problem of dislo- 
cation between stent matrixes and polymer layers upon stent 
extension can be avoided to thereby enable maintaining the 
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because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
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Continua tion of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

The matter common to claims 1-77 is a constitution of covering the 
external surfaces of stent matrixes with polymer layers. 

However, this constitution is publicly known as described in, for 
example, JP 8-141090 A and is not a novel matter. 

Consequently, this constitution does not reach beyond the state of 
prior art and thus the common matter is not a special technical feature 
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. 

The matters which can be considered as special technical features within 
the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence are as follows. 

•Claims 1-52 

A stent comprising stent matrixes and, adhering to the stent matrixes, 
a flexible polymer having multiple micropores. 

•Claims 54-62 

A stent comprising multiple stent matrixes arranged lengthwise with 
spacmgs, the stent matrixes integrated together by means of an outside 
polymer film and an inside polymer film, 

wherein the outside polymer film and inside polymer film are such that 
at the time of stent diameter extension, polymer films and stent matrixes 
can be shifted from each other, and 

wherein at portions between individual stent matrixes, the outside 
polymer film and the inside polymer film are bonded together.. 

•Claims 63-77 , 

Astent comprising stent matrixes, the stentmatrixes composedof meshes, 
and comprising an outside polymer film and an inside polymer film, 

wherein the outside polymer film and inside polymer film are nonadherent 
to the stent matrixes and are bonded to each other at least one stitch 
part of the meshed stent matrixes. 

Therefore, the claims 1-77 claim three different inventions and fail 
to satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 
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